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August 28, 2020

Mr. John Armor, Director
Office of National Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910

c/o Ms. Athline Clark, Superintendent Papahanaumokuakea Marine National Monument
NOAA/DKIRC NOS/ONMS/PMNM

1845 Wasp Boulevard, Building 176

Honolulu, HI 96818

RE: Executive Order 13921 to Promote American Seafood Competitiveness and Economic Growth

Aloha mai Director Armor,

The Northwestern Hawaiian Islands Coral Reef Ecosystem Reserve Advisory Council hereby submits the
following resolution concerning possible regional fishery management council recommendations
submitted under Section 4 of Executive Order 13921 that would revoke fishing restrictions in the Pacific
marine national monuments. Adopted by a unanimous vote, the resolution affirms that the Council is
strongly opposed to any recommendations that would diminish the effectiveness of the conservation
measures in the Papahanaumokuakea Marine National and other Pacific marine national monuments.

At the same time, the Council is fully supportive of recommendations that would truly reduce burdens
and increase production in US fisheries. However, as outlined in the accompanying FAQ sheet prepared
by a Council committee based on publicly-available fishery statistics and peer-reviewed literature, there is
no evidence that removing the fishing restrictions in the Pacific marine national monuments would
significantly benefit the US fishing industry. Instead, removing these restrictions would likely undermine
precautionary measures designed to both protect pelagic ecosystems and help ensure fishery resources are
available for years to come.

Sincerely,

William Aila, 4.

Chair
NWHI Coral Reef Ecosystem Reserve Advisory Council

The council is an advisory body to the Reserve/NOAA Monument superintendent. The opinions and findings of this document do
not necessarily reflect the position of the Reserve, the Monument, or the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
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